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[Letter 151] 


Secretary of Treasury December 22, 1873 

Received December 23, 1872 

Has instructed Collector of Customs at N.Y. to admit 44 cases of plaster casts and authorize 
Collector of Customs at Georgetown to allow examination to be made at the Gallery. 


[Letterhead of the Treasury Department, Washington, D.C., December 22, 1873] 
Sir: 


In compliance with your request of this date, the Collector of Customs at New York has been 
instructed to admit to free entry and forward to the part of Georgetown, D.C., without 
examination, the 44 cases of Plaster Casts mentioned by you as having been imported a the 
former port for the Corcoran Gallery of Art, of this City, per ship “Cornelius Grinnell”, from 
London. 


The Collector of Customs at Georgetown, D.C., has also been authorized to allow the 
examination of said cases to be made at the Gallery in question. 


| am, very respectfully, 
[J.F. Hartley?] 
Assistant Secretary 


Wm. MacLeod, Esquire 
Curator, Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C. 


[Letter 152] 


[Enclosed with letter is Bill of Lading from J. and R. McCracken General and Foreign Agents] 
[Enclosed with letter is Memorandum from Austin Baldwin and Company Freight Department] 


[Back of Letter 152] 
Baldwin Austin and Company N.Y. December 23, 1873 
Received December 24, 1873 


Encloses London charges on 44 cases Plaster Casts and requests the the Secretary of 
Treasury be asked to wave Customs House examination at N.Y. 


[Letter 153] 

[front of letter] 

Walters, W.T. Baltimore December 23, 1873 

Received December 24, 1873 

Baltimore 23 December 73 

Mr. A. Hyde: 

The day after Christmas would answer me very well for a meeting of Trustees [from?] 7 o’clock 
in evening would enable me to leave at 9 - next Monday would [I also?] [judge?] answer me 


very well - 


Respectfully 
W.T. Walters 


[Letter 154] 
[Letterhead of The Western Union Telegraph Company] 
Baltimore MD December 23, 1873 


A. Hyde Secretary Corcoran Gallery of Art 


A death in my household will keep me here tomorrow. Please defer meeting or call another for 
Wednesday evening. Tell Mr. MacLeod | can’t meet him tomorrow morning. 


W.T. Walters 
(Please deliver today) 


[Back of letter 154] 

Walters W.T. Baltimore, December 28, 1873 

Received December 28, 1873 

Is unable to attend meeting on Monday night and asks to have it held on Wednesday. 


[Letter 155] 


[Lettercard of Corcoran Gallery of Art] 

Baldwin Austin and Company December 28, 1873 

Received December 30, 1873 

Asking to have letter procured from Secretary of Treasury authorizing free entry of Cases. 


[United States Postal Card enclosed with lettercard] 

To William MacLeod 

Corcoran Art Gallery, Washington, D.C. 

December 28, 1873 

The Customs requires an invoice for the plaster casts to arrive in ship “Cornelius Grinnell” 
please send this documents or kindly get letter from Secretary of Treasury authorizing free 


entry. Please in any event get examination waived so as to prevent breakup. 


Austin Baldwin and company 
[Examinor?] 


[Letter 156] 


[Letterhead of the Department of the Interior, Bureau of Education, Washington, D.C., 
December 29, 1873] 


Dear Sir: 


Yours of December 27th is received. | am greatly obliged for your letter and for your courtesy in 
furnishing information to Mr. Grey. | send a copy of the report to you today by messenger. 


You will place me under obligations if you could furnish [now?] a permit to visit your Gallery 
during this or next week and to take in a friend or two that may be in the City and may have no 
other opportunity of visiting it, and are very desirous of seeing whatever there may be of art in 
our city. 


Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
John Eaton 
Commissioner 


Wm. MacLeod, Esquire 
Curator Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C. 


[Back of letter 156] 
Education, Commissioner of 
December 29, 1873 

Received December 29, 1873 
Sending a copy of report 


[Letter 157] 


Hudson New York 
December 20th 1873 


Mr. Wm. MacLeod 

Dear Sir 

In reply to your letter asking for title and information concerning the South American Landscape 
which you refer to as being from my hand. | am sorry to say that | cannot give you any 
information at all, as | do not recollect the picture - although if | should see it, doubtless | should 


recognize it instantly. 


The size you mention is one which | frequently used fifteen or twenty years and | often painted 
subjects similar to the one you described. 


| am inclined to think however that it is not an actual view for | seldom painted other than 
Composition of south American Scenery. 


Regretting that | cannot give you the information you require. 


| am yours truly, 
Frederic E. Church 


[note after letter] 
F.E. Church answered 


Hudson December 27th 1873 

Mr. Wm. MacLeod 

Dear Sir 

Your second letter brings to mind the subject of the picture you inquire about. 


The [illegible] scene which | painted for Mr. Cozzens was the first South American picture | ever 
painted and of course was painted many years ago. In fact an early effort. It was a composition 
characteristic of Magdalena River scenery in New Granada. | trust that there is something 
better from my hand to represent me in the Corcoran Gallery. 


Yours truly 
Frederic E. Church 


[Back of letter 157] 
Church F.E. December 30, 1873 
Refers to the name of his picture in the Gallery 


[Lettercards with item notes regarding Herts Bro. and Mr. Lucas] 


[Letter 158] 


Walters, W.T. 

Account of 8 vouchers of expenditure made by him while in Europe December 1873 
Containing list of casts from British Museum 

Bronzes by Barye 

[Hildesheim?] Treasures 

Plates 

Vase 


Balto 28 Nov 73 
Mr. A. Hyde, Sec 


Dear Sir 
| enclose various papers relating to my agency for the “Corcoran Gallery of Art” whilst in Europe. 


You will find statements of disbursements with all the vouchers except for 342 [Francs?] for 
[Packing?] - after verifying the Letter of Credit will [you?] be good enough to hand it to [Mr. 
Riggst?] 


You will see | make myself indebted to you for £11.6.2 and make you owe me 672 Frs, this we 
will adjust when | come over next week - | shall be glad to know if you find my statement correct 
and satisfactory. 


Respectfully, 
W.T. Walters 


[Enclosed is a letter written in French but not transcribed along with 30+statements of 
disbursement] 


[Letter 159] 


Graham, Sister Mary B. 

Convent of the Visitation Georgetown 

December 8, 1873 

Answered December 11 and January 26/74 

Asks for a partial release of Mortgage. Wishes to borrow more money. 

The [Plas?] that was enclosed with this letter was filed with Deed April 4, 1874. [by?] Mr. Hyde 


[Letter headed with Convent of the Visitation Georgetown, December 8, 1873 
Mr. Riggs, 


| am very much annoyed at being obliged to trouble you again but | am in very great trouble 
about money matters and must make one more effort to see if the very great blunder that | 
made in giving the mortgage to the “Trustees of the of the Art Gallery” upon the whole of our 
Georgetown property can't, through the kindness and charity of the “Trustees” be rectified. The 
fault being entirely mine. | am the more burdened by it. | was led into it by seeing from an old 


deed of trust given to Mrs. Boyce of this town, for five thousand dollars, that the entire property 
was mortgaged. | judged if it all had to be given for five thousand, it would be necessary to offer 
it all in order to obtain the $60,000 [illegible] [illegible]. [illegible] consulting with any one, as | 
should have done. | [illegible] the letter making the offer of all the property as security and only 
knew my error when to late. 


The new building has cost us some fifteen thousand dollars more than we expected and | must 
revise that amount of money. | had been led to believe that a second mortgage could be 
obtained on this property but | find, to my great disappointment, that it cannot. Under these 
circumstances | can only appeal to the kindness of the “Trustees” with the following statement. 


If the [streets?] were carried out through out property, there would be, besides that [illegible] that 
was considered as lying in the Old Country of Washington. 8 whole squares, any [six?] of which 
would see four times the value of the money borrowed from the Art Gallery. We would give up 
six of these squares as security if the Trustees would release the other two squares with that 
[pent?] outside of these squares and which [illegible] its situation, is the least valuable. Two of 
the six squares that we offer contain all the good buildings that we own (all our out houses being 
ready to tumble down). | should suppose that the new building would enhance the value of one 
of these squares greatly, and there has been [illegible] during the past summer on the square 
[illegible 4” and 5” streets?], a very nice new brick building. It must add something to the value 
of that square. Certainly the 6 squares from 3rd to 6th street, and from Fayette to [Maness?] 
with all the buildings on two of them would more than amply secure the “Trustees” for the 
amount they lent us. Perhaps the Trustees may have some more money which they would lend 
to us on the same mortgage as they are so very well secured. 


| really appeal to you Mr. Riggs, in this my great difficulty (tho | have not the least right to do so) 
As a friend to assist me with your advice about asking this favor of the “Trustees” and your 
influence also, in case the proposition can be made to them some time ago Mr. Hyde wrote to 
me that there would be no difficulty in [reissuing?] the mortgage from any [part?] we would wish 
to sell, provided enough was [left?] to secure the Trustees. If we can’t do any better we must try 
to sell, tho at this time, from what [illegible] me, it would be almost a folly. If any part can be 
released could it not be written on the present [illegible] of [trust?], and signed by the Trustees, 
but to write out a new deed would be no very great amount of trouble, all the expense of which 
[would?] devolve on us. The property in squares is so plainly marked off on the paper | send 
with this, that there would be no mistake about [the word [desenting?] is written in the sidebar] 
them in a deed. If the Trustees do not think the six squares ample security let them keep all 
their [pent?] outside of these six squares, that is all the land except squares 7 and 8, but if it all 
could be released except six squares me would prefer it. 


Again let me beg of you Mr. Riggs to excuse the liberty | have taken in addressing you this long 
letter but | am greatly embarrassed just at this time and | know not what else to do. 


Very respectfully 


S. Mary [B?] Graham of the Visitation 


[Letter 160] 


126 W. Baltimore St. 
Baltimore Md. 
December 19, 1873 


Hon W.W. Corcoran 
Dear Sir 


| have for sale the most unique collection of Revolutionary Portraits now [illegible]. They are of 
Cabinet size in colored crayon and were taken from life about 1790 to 1800, by the celebrated 
artist [“Sharples”?]. 


They contained originally 234 of which there is a complete list, 100 were lost during the war; and 
also the labels from 58 others leaving 76 identified and 58 unidentified, total 134 - They include 
Washington /known to be the last ever taken / Mrs Washington, Jefferson, Adams, Mrs. 
Madison, Monroe, Aaron [Burr?], Genl. Putnam, Genl Dayton and numerous other officers. 
(some with the badge of the Cincinnati / members of Congress, Divines, Authors, Foreign 
Ministers etc etc. The price is $3000. 


Any further information you may desire will be cheerfully furnished. 


Respectfully and truly yours 
Terreh Tilghman 


[back of letter] 

Telghman Terreh Baltimore December 19/73 

Receive 20./73. 

Wishes to sell a collection of Colored Crayons by Sharpless for $3000. 
[note written to declining purchase] 


